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URISA Texas Virtual Speaker Series - March 2018,   

Lessons Learned Developing a UAS Program for Local Government 

Watch and report on what you learned. 300 word synopsis. 

Presentation Slide Deck: https://goo.gl/RDeVTz 

Presentation Video: Speaker Series March 2018 Drones Lessons Learned 

 When 

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 

 Location 

Webinar (see below) 

Registration 

 General 

Lessons Learned Developing a UAS Program for Local Government 

Presentation Outline:  

Recognizing the potential of UAS technologies, the City of Mesquite GIS Division, under the 

direction of the Public Works Department, acquired a drone in February 2017. Since then, over 

28 flying hours have been logged on the drone, and 20 unique projects have been completed that 

utilized either drone footage or UAS derived data products. Developing a UAS program was not 

without challenge: navigating the licenses, laws, technology, and software can present significant 

barriers to the success of a drone operation. In his talk, Mark will outline some of the major 

challenges he came across, and give his tips to overcome them. 

https://goo.gl/RDeVTz
https://youtu.be/J_zcixukroc
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About the Speaker: 

Mark Buie is the GIS Coordinator for the City of Mesquite. His interest in Unmanned Aerial 

Systems (UASs) and GIS began with his career in archaeology, which took him to Scotland 

where he gained his Master's in GIS and Archaeology at the University of Edinburgh. This 

degree marked his career change to GIS, starting with teaching and UAS research for the 

University of Edinburgh and then onto the City of Mesquite where he has worked since 2016. 

Mark brought his passion for UAS technologies to the City by implementing the City’s UAS 

program, which has reduced expenditures on City projects and streamlined policy-making. 

To Join: 

https://zoom.us/zoomconference?m=RsQJcClRj7KJUMnGKOPokXUFLV4OLIBT 

Participants can connect to the audio conference by calling in via phone, or by using online audio 

with a headset. Please be sure to change your screen name when you log in so that we can be 

sure to send you your PDH certificate. 

In order to receive a PDH certificate each participant must register for the event. Certificates 

will not be issued to those who have not. 

Presentation Slide Deck: https://goo.gl/RDeVTz 

Presentation Video: Speaker Series March 2018 Drones Lessons Learned 

  

https://zoom.us/zoomconference?m=RsQJcClRj7KJUMnGKOPokXUFLV4OLIBT
https://goo.gl/RDeVTz
https://youtu.be/J_zcixukroc

