ANT 102-(insert section)

Medical ANT - Discussion Questions


Due (insert date), 10 points

Write responses to the questions listed below. Each response should be approximately one-quarter page double-spaced. You are expected to be prepared to share your answers during class discussion.
1. The Acholi have an Iroquois kinship system. How did this cause problems with understanding the Ebola outbreak?

2. Many of the local healthcare workers in Gulu district were and still are Acholi. Thus, they knew of local “cultural models” of Ebola and other diseases. Why didn’t local workers proactively tell of these models to international healthcare fieldworkers and physicians?

3. Explain jok. How are they like spirits? How do they relate to yat?

4. Explain gemo. What were Acholi responses to gemo and how do those differ from “westerners’” responses? How do you get rid of gemo, according to the Acholi? To the Acholi, how did the Ebola version of gemo originate?

5. How do Acholi funeral and burial practices potentially increase the spread of Ebola?
